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Low-Residency MFA Concentration

Justi�cation for Program

Introduction
The Low-Residency Concentration of the Master of Fine Arts in Studio Art currently has 15 students that have transferred to
the University of New Mexico in fall 2022. The concentration was invited to join the Department of Art following a faculty vote
in January 2022. Two Professors of Practice have been hired: Co-Directors Mary Mattingly and Carol Padberg. This curriculum
is dedicated to regenerative culture with courses that prepare students for community engagement, ecologically informed art
practices, and interdisciplinary, cross-sector arts-based research. With two residencies a year in sites in the Americas, the
majority of the courses are held in-person and feature a hybrid course structure. These �eld-based courses are supported by
follow-up seminars. There are two exclusively online courses. This curriculum was developed in 2016 as an independent
program and is now becoming a concentration within the existing MFA in Studio Art. The curriculum currently has international
sites in Oaxaca, Mexico and San Salvador, El Salvador; as well as US sites in Miami, Minneapolis, Oakland and Albuquerque.

Justi�cation
The low-residency concentration of the MFA provides a path to a �exible interdisciplinary MFA degree with a focus on
regenerative culture. This concentration augments the existing MFA degree which is tied to speci�c disciplines such as
Painting, Photography and Sculpture, among others. These current MFA options can still be interdisciplinary, but they are
interdisciplinary from a speci�c discipline’s home base. Thus the concentration adds a missing component in the Art
Department’s graduate offerings.
This low residency concentration makes the UNM MFA in Studio Art more accessible. It brings a new population of graduate
students from around the state and around the world. These new students can include native New Mexican students who wish
to stay in their communities, and students from all locations who wish to live where they have jobs and communities while
they pursue their Master of Fine Arts at UNM.
This curriculum acts as a hub for new pedagogies. In this concentration faculty can teach experimental, �eld-based courses
that support faculty research and extend opportunities for students. This bene�ts faculty and students alike.
The low-residency concentration adds students at a time when academic institutions are bracing for a demographic shift that
may result in dramatically fewer graduate school applications.
This program has a focus on regenerative culture. Regenerative culture goes beyond sustainability in its ability to develop
human capacity for deep change and adaptation. Training artists in community engagement, systems thinking and ecology is
in keeping with the University of New Mexico’s mission of serving the state and the world at large while addressing the world’s
most vexing problems. This pragmatic, interdisciplinary curriculum supports UNM’s commitment to innovation in higher
education.
This will be one of the �rst low-residency MFA opportunities in visual art within a public university in the United States.

Concentration Justi�cation

Associated Forms



ARTS 522 - Techno Lab 1 (3) | Under Review
ARTS 524 - Art & Place Reconsidered, 1 (3) | Under Review
ARTS 555 - Distinguished Practitioner I (3) | Under Review
ARTS 525 - Art & Place, reconsidered, 2 (3) | Under Review
ARTS 523 - Techno Lab, 2 (3) | Under Review
ARTS 571 - River Lab (3)
ARTS 580 - Creative Economies (3) | Under Review
ARTS 556 - Distinguished Practitioner II (3)
ARTS 526 - Art & Place, reconsidered, 3 (3) | Under Review
ARTH 589 - Writing, Art, and Agency (3)

MFA Art Studio - Master of Fine Arts in Art Studio

Master of Fine Arts Graduate

No Parent Selected

60

M.F.A. in Studio Arts 60
Total Credits

• Complete all of the following

◦ Earn at least 3 credits from the following:

▪ ARTS502 - Interdisciplinary Seminar (3)

◦ Earned at least 21 credits from 500 - 699

◦ Earned at least 6 credits from ARTH 500 - 699

◦ Earn at least 18 credits from the following types of courses:
Twelve credit hours outside studio; Six credit hours any area.

◦ Earn at least 12 credits from the following:

▪ ARTS699 - Dissertation (3 - 12)

Grand Total Credits: 60

Select any associated course forms that exist Select any associated program forms that exist
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Con�uence Low-Residency Concentration in Interdisciplinary Art

Graduate

Concentration Information

Concentration Title

Program Level



• Complete all of the following

◦ Year 1 Summer ARTS 522  Techno Lab, 1, ARTS 595 Tutorial*, ARTS 502 Interdisciplinary Seminar*, ARTS 524 
Art & Place, Reconsidered, 1, ARTS 544 Art and Ecology:Creating Change *.

◦ Earn at least 3 credits from the following:

▪ ARTS595 - Graduate Tutorial (1 - 9)

◦ Complete the following:

▪ ARTS522 - Techno Lab 1 (3)
▪ ARTS502 - Interdisciplinary Seminar (3)
▪ ARTS544 - Art and Ecology: Creating Change (3)
▪ ARTS524 - Art & Place Reconsidered, 1 (3)

◦ Year 1 Fall ARTS595 Graduate Tutorial (3)*, ARTH 584 Problems in Interdisciplinary Studies*.

◦ Earn at least 3 credits from the following:

▪ ARTS595 - Graduate Tutorial (1 - 9)

◦ Complete the following:

▪ ARTH584 - Problems in Interdisciplinary Studies (3)

◦ Year 1 Winter: ARTS 555  Distinguished Practitioner, 1 ARTS 525  Art & Place, Reconsidered, 2

◦ Complete the following:

▪ ARTS555 - Distinguished Practitioner I (3)
▪ ARTS525 - Art & Place, reconsidered, 2 (3)

◦ Year 1 Spring: ARTS595 Graduate Tutorial (3)*

◦ Earn at least 3 credits from the following:

▪ ARTS595 - Graduate Tutorial (1 - 9)

◦ Year 2 Summer: ARTS 523  Techno Lab, 2, ARTS 699 Dissertation*, ARTS 571  River Lab, ARTS 580  Creative
Economies.

◦ Earn at least 3 credits from the following:

▪ ARTS699 - Dissertation (3 - 12)

◦ Complete the following:

▪ ARTS523 - Techno Lab, 2 (3)
▪ ARTS571 - River Lab (3)
▪ ARTS580 - Creative Economies (3)

◦ Year 2 Fall: ARTS 699 Dissertation.

◦ Earn at least 3 credits from the following:

▪ ARTS699 - Dissertation (3 - 12)

◦ Year 2 Winter: ARTS 556  Distinguished Practitioner, 2, ARTS 526  Art & Place, Reconsidered, 3.

◦ Complete the following:

▪ ARTS526 - Art & Place, reconsidered, 3 (3)
▪ ARTS556 - Distinguished Practitioner II (3)

◦ Year 2 Spring: ARTH 589  Writing, Art and Agency, ARTS 699 Dissertation.

◦ Earn at least 3 credits from the following:

▪ ARTS699 - Dissertation (3 - 12)

◦ Complete the following:

▪ ARTH589 - Writing, Art, and Agency (3)

◦ Year 3 Summer: ARTS 699 Dissertation.

Concentration Requirements
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◦ Earn at least 3 credits from the following:

▪ ARTS699 - Dissertation (3 - 12)

Grand Total Credits: 60

The Low-Residency Concentration in Interdisciplinary Art is a curriculum dedicated to regenerative culture. Regenerative
pedagogy brings artists one more step beyond sustainability. Regenerative culture is about co-building everyone's capacity to
be adaptable, healthy, and resilient.  

The concentration’s �eld-based residencies provide hands-on learning experiences that support a range of art practices
including art and ecology, �lm and video, sculpture, printmaking, painting, traditional crafts, social practice and experimental
artforms. Students are connected to each other and the faculty through a robust online community that provides the
educational infrastructure for two annual �eld residencies a year. Over the course of the curriculum, students take eighteen
classes in-person during residencies. Two courses are completely online. This structure allows students to continue to live in
their own communities and countries while studying at an R1 research university. Between residencies students meet virtually
with their artists’ cohort and their faculty to exchange feedback, deepen their critical awareness of contemporary art practices,
and synthesize what they have learned during the in-person residencies.  

* Courses designated with an asterisk have special sections low residency students must register for.
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